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1. Introduction

Introduction

Hello all, How are you feeling?

It's Pastor Dre and I just wanted to put an eBook together of some the sermons that I have preached to this Generation.

I have been preaching to young people for over 25 years now and I count it a privilege to serve this generation.


I am currently a Youth Pastor in Cape Town, South Africa and God is really moving in the lives of our young people and we are experiencing tremendous growth. I accredit this growth to us applying the Team Concept in building our Youth Ministry.



If you would like more resources, tips, ideas, concepts or strategies on building a Youth Ministry you can stop by my website: www.PastorDre.com 
or you can purchase a copy of my eBook - 
How to build a Youth Ministry with the Team Concept

Also, if you have any questions you can contact me on my personal email at pastordre@pastordre.com
God Bless you

Pastor Dre

2. The Battle before your Breakthrough!!!

Message #1

"The Battle before the Breakthrough"
Galatians 6:9

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.

This morning I would like to speak a message entitled "The Battle before the Breakthrough."

Great Military General
Once a great military general was asked to reveal the three greatest things he learned throughout his military carrier. 

He became silent, looked at the men in the room and replied, "Never quit; never, never give up."  

He paused then repeated, "Never quit; never, never give up."  

He waited a moment and stated for the third and final time, "Never quit; never, never give up." 

Tell your neighbor "Don't give up..."

The Bible tells you and I not to get weary in doing good for at the proper time we will reap, if we do not give up.

The challenge for you and I is to weather the storm before the breakthrough.

The challenge for you and I is to know that every mountain top of victory will have a valley of the shadow of death.

The challenge for you and I is to know that in between victories are struggles.

The challenge for you and I is to know that in between breakthroughs are battles and before every new breakthrough, there is a harder battle than we have ever fought!

Why??? Because BATTLE INDICATES BREAKTHROUGH!

I heard one person say “ I am not broke, I am just in between a financial blessing.”


Moses was used to deliver the people of Israel, but he faced and battled Pharaoh.

David was used as a king, but he battled Goliath.

Nehemiah was used to rebuild the walls, but he battled opposition.

Joseph was used mightily of God, but he battled haters.

So if you are in a battle right now that is a good sign, it just means that your breakthrough is right around the corner.

In between breakthroughs there are battles!

In between the victories there are attacks!  

- There could be no Resurrection without the Crucifixion

- There could be no Triumph without being Tried.

- There could be no Testimony without being tested.

- There could be no Message without a Mess.

OUR GREATEST BATTLE COMES RIGHT BEFORE OUR GREATEST BREAKTHROUGH!

Just like in the natural world, so it is in the Spiritual realm. The darkest time is right before the dawn. 

The battle usually rages at its highest, right before the victory.

So, If you are in a battle this morning, I know it’s not the 1st of the month, but I feel in my spirit you are about to get paid. 

You have been fighting and believing, well guess what – Your breakthrough is here…

Tell your neighbor “It’s Payday…”

God is about to reward you for all your labor, God is about to open the windows of Heaven upon your life, God is about to answer that prayer you have been praying for your loved one.

So if you and I don't turn back - we will inherit new territory.

The Enemy will fight us harder than ever before, because He knows that you and I are closer to victory than ever before.

My word of encouragement to us today is, don't give up at the border of your breakthrough!!!

I think it is important for you and I to know that strength is not born by seeing miracles, but we get strength by going through the struggles.

It has been said that the initial struggle a baby bird meets with to emerge from its egg is necessary for its survival.  Chicks that overcome the struggle of hatching are generally strong enough to sustain life outside the egg.

The strength that you and I need in order to get into our promise is in the struggle. Unfortunately, in the struggle is where most people give up.

We are right on the edge or the right on the border of going to the next level, but we give up because we get weary and tired. We give up because we don’t know if the struggle or the fight is worth it.

If you find yourself in a struggle this morning – I have some good news - the Bible says if you and I don't give up we will reap a harvest.

In other words - if we don't give up in the midst of the struggle we will get what God has for us.

Hebrews 10:35 
So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded.

Hebrews 10:36
You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised. 

One person put it like this - Get happy when you see spiritual contention in your life! It means you are on the verge of breakthrough and promotion.

Promotion – I like that word. Why, because as I was putting this message together I felt the Holy Spirit telling me – It is time for some promotions to take place this morning.

God wants to take you and I from strength to strength, victory to victory and glory to glory!

It's all about what we do in between the Glory to Glory, that determines where we go.

It is the job of the Enemy to discourage you and I in between the victory to victory, in between the Glory to Glory and in between the strength to strength. 

If we can just get through the to, then we will be alright.

You may be thinking what do you mean by the to?

Well, the to that is in between Victory to Victory – Strength to Strength and Glory to Glory.

This morning we may feel things are breaking up, but I am here to tell you that things are breaking through.

The Bibles says weeping may endure for a night, but Joy comes in the morning.

It’s the job of the Enemy to get us to surrender during the weeping of the night so that we’ll never experience the joy of the morning!

Morning is not necessarily a time of the day, but it is when you and I wake up.
Tell your neighbor “Wake up Joy is here…”

It is kind of difficult to fight for a breakthrough in this generation, because we are so used to getting things right away.

Today's culture is a fast food, instant message, quick fix type of culture that can lead to us to being impatient individuals.

Sometimes we might even get the attitude if we have to battle for it or wait for it, it is not of God, but what we need is a Generation that is willing to fight for their Breakthrough like Jacob.

He wrestled for his Blessing.

Are there any Wrestlers in The House this morning?

This morning, I would like to point out a few people who battled for their breakthrough and then we will be done.

I would like to talk about David and then Isaac and we will be done.

Let’s take a look at what David faced before he defeated the giant of his next level.

1. The giant tried to discourage David with his words.

Before David was able to go to the next level he had to defeat the giant at the next level.

David’s next level didn't come without a battle. The Giant tried to intimidate David with his words.

Believe me the giant at the next level will try and discourage us from even fighting:
- What do you think you are doing?

- Who do you think you are?

- You don't have what it takes to get to this level!

- It isn’t going to happen for you!

- You will not ever get free!

- Things are not going to change!

- Just give up and quit!!!

David didn't let the words of the giant stop him from stepping out and battling the giant of the next level.

How many here desire to continue to grow in the things of God?

Then guess what, there are going to be some battles that we will face to get to the next level.

But just like God came through for David He will come through for you and I.

2. God used what was tested in David’s life

1Sa 17:38
Then Saul dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of armor on him and a bronze helmet on his head.

1Sa 17:39
David fastened on his sword over the tunic and tried walking around, because he was not used to them. “I cannot go in these,” he said to Saul, “because I am not used to them.” So he took them off.

The next thing that I would like to point out - is that God used what was tested in David’s life to defeat the giant. If you notice that it was David’s sling shot that defeated the giant and not Saul’s Armor.

This morning I think someone needs to know that God wants to anoint what is being tested in your life.

You say - What do you mean by that – Pastor Dre?

David didn't win the battle using Saul’s armor, but he won the battle by using a sling shot.

Saul’s Armor had not tested in David’s life, but what was tested was David’s sling shot.

David got used to using a sling and a stone when he was in the wilderness taking care of sheep.

The lesson we can learn here is this: 
When you and I get strong and use what we have to win victory over smaller battles, then it will make us stronger and more skillful to use the same thing to get the victory in larger battles.

God used the area that had been tested and tried in David’s life to defeat the giant of the next level.

I feel someone needs to know that your promotion to the next level is going to come out of the area of your biggest testing. 

The butterfly when struggling in the cocoon, is only building up strength to fly.

I don’t know who I am talking to today, you might be in the area of struggle right now, but it is only a set up to take you to new heights.

Some of us may be feeling it financially.

Some of us may be feeling it in ministry.

Some of us may be feeling it physically. 

Some of us may be feeling it emotionally.

But God is about to turn that situation around and take us to the next level.

God is about to use that same area where you have had the biggest battles to bring about one of your biggest breakthroughs.

I don’t think you heard me this morning – So let me say it again, because I would have gotten a little bit excited.

The area that you are being testing in right now is about to become the area of your greatest anointing. You may be in a struggle like the little chicken in the egg or like the butterfly in the cocoon, but you are about to breakout into another level.

You need to go through this struggle, because it is only giving you the muscles that you need to survive at the next level!!!

I know it doesn’t feel good. It feels like you might not come out. You are wandering if God has forgotten about you.

Why is He letting me go through this?

Doesn’t He see what is happening?

Well He knows and He is in control – He knows that it is only going to make you stronger and develop what you need, so you can get to the next level.

So if I were you I would get excited - because God is about to release a new level of anointing upon your life in the area where you have faced the toughest testing.

Hallelujah!!! 

Like I said earlier - It is promotion time!!!

It’s almost like when you have been working whole month and it is payday.

You know that there is a reward at the end of the month for all your labor.

Wellllll I just stopped by to tell someone it is Pay Day!!!

That battle that you have been facing was just a set up for your Breakthrough...


3. Last but not least let's take a look at Isaac.
In the book of Genesis Chapter 26:1 we see the land that was Isaac’s inheritance was a barren land.

He entered into a land that had famine, but at the same time this land was promised to him as an inheritance.

Wouldn't that be something, you are all excited to inherit the land that has been promised to you, but when you get there it is barren.

So what happened is God told Isaac don't go anywhere, I want you to stay right here, because I am going to bless you in this land.

So in Chapter 26 and verse 6 of Genesis we see that Isaac stayed in the land that was named Gerar.

So what Isaac began to do is plant and sow, and as he planted and sowed he became very prosperous and fruitful.

Now what happened is as Isaac began to plant and be fruitful the Philistines didn't like that too much, so they began to come against him.

The philistines didn't like Isaac so they began to plug up the wells that were dug by Isaacs Father Abraham.

So in order for Isaac to breakthrough to another level of fruitfulness and blessing, he had to contend with the philistines.

So he kept on digging wells.

The first one he dug was called Esek, which means contention.

The second he dug was called Sitnah, which means opposition or enmity.

The third well he dug was named Rehoboth meaning room.

So what I get from this is that as Isaac continued to dig in spite of contention and opposition, God eventually blessed him with some room to be fruitful in the land.

Come on Somebody!!!

The key for Isaacs breakthrough was perseverance through opposition and contention.

As Isaac persevered through the opposition and struggles of the philistines, God eventually gave him room to be blessed.

As long as you and I refuse to give up, God will take us to the next level of our inheritance.  

Just keep on digging.

Let me say like I said earlier, I know some of us may find ourselves in a battle right now, but that battle is just a set up for an increase and a greater anointing.

Tell your neighbor make room, because I am about to get my blessing.

If you continue to read on in Genesis we see that God used these conflicts and contentions to lead Isaac back to Beersheba, the place that God wanted him to be.

I know we might not understand what is going on, but if we put our trust in God, He will turn everything around for His Honor and His Glory and get us to the place where He wants us to be.

It may be a spiritual place, it may be a physical place and it maybe a financial place. God is able to work it out for His good, if we press on.

Tell your neighbor Press On!!!

I will close with this Illustration:

Chuck Yeager breaking the sound barrier
There was a written account of Chuck Yeager, an aircraft pilot, who was the first man to ever break the sound barrier.  

Pilots had often approached the speed of sound but severe shaking of the controls caused them to turn back.  

One pilot pushed his small plane’s speed to 800, 850, and then to 900, but turned back when the plane began to shake uncontrollably.  

On Oct. 14, 1947, Chuck Yeager set out to do what had never been done. As he pushed his plane toward the barrier, it began to shake from side to side to the point it appeared it may even explode.   

But this day would be different for he refused to turn back. He said if I die, I die trying.  

I am not turning back!  No matter what, I am going for it!” The Bell X-1 aircraft he was flying went through the barrier surprisingly smooth. It was a sensation of shooting straight through the top of the sky.  

All at once the stars and the moon came out and the sun was shining at the same time.  

For a brief moment he was master of the sky, he went beyond the boundary of understanding and exceeded the limitations of his mind.  

He had reached a place where victory can be realized. 

It was for one reason and one reason only because - He refused to turn back!

Don't turn back even if it seems like you are being shaken and rattled.  You may feel tossed all around but don’t give up!  

You are on the verge of a new experience that will bring you to a higher place.  To somewhere you’ve never ever been before! 

Don’t turn back!  

Don’t faint!  

Don’t give up!  

Don’t give in!  

Don’t retreat!  

Don't turn to the right!  

Don’t turn to the left.  

Don’t even make a “U” turn. 

Go straight to the Altar.

It is time for a promotion this morning and just like you walk across the stage at a graduation. It is time to walk to this Altar and enter into your next level.

Come to the Altar with your Spiritual Cap and Gown, because you are about to be promoted. You have passed the test, you have written your exams and class is over. It is time for your promotion.

3. What are the benefits of giving?

Message #2

What are the benefits of Giving?
II Corinthians 8:7

This morning I would like to speak a message that I believe the Lord has placed upon my heart.

How many here could use a financial miracle?

Well this morning I would like to speak a message on how to get it.

The title of the message is "What are the benefits of giving?"

Today we see God doing a lot of things within our Church from:

Lives being changed, souls being saved, Churches being launched out  and families being restored... 

Just yesterday I was at a beautiful wedding of a couple in our Church that God has done great things in their life.

There are great things taking place within our Church. and all this is being made possible through your giving!!!

Last but not least: In just a few months we will be hosting our second Victory Outreach International Africa Conference in our very own City - Cape Town, South Africa...

God is doing great things here in our Church, but we can't get comfortable because there are more things that God wants to do.

How is this going to be made possible, through the giving of Gods people!!!

If we are going to accomplish what God has called us to do, then it is going to take a Church with a giving mentality. That is very important.

I wanted to encourage the Church this morning with this message about - there are benefits in giving to God.

Here is a true story:

Giving our Tithe
Charlie Page was a young man, broke, penniless and jobless. One day he stopped on the street to listen to a Salvation Army service. 

When the tambourine was passed round for the collection, he told the girl who held it out before him that he would like to give something but had nothing himself, even for his food. 

She gave him a dollar, saying, 'Take this: put ten cents in the offering, and hereafter give a tenth of all you get to God. Keep this up all your life, and you'll never be penniless again.' He did so, got a job, and began giving his tenth regularly. 

By and by he became a millionaire, and gave much more than a tenth, building Hospitals and helping in many ways to carry on the work of the Lord.

See when you and I are faithful in our giving to God there are benefits.

1 - Giving draws us closer to God

How does giving draw us closer to God?

Well the Bible says "Where your treasure is there your heart will be also"

Wherever we put our money, that is where out heart is. If our money is in investments that is where our heart is,  if our money is in our house that is where our heart is, if our money is in our career then that is where your heart is and if my money is in the house of the Lord then that is where my heart is.

See Money is like a magnet - where ever we put it, it tends to pull our hearts.

When I give money to God its like a magnet it pulls us closer to God.

So that means if my treasure or my finances is going to God, then my heart is getting closer to Him.

Every time we give - it draws us closer to God.

Giving is the nature and characteristic of God.

The Bible says in John 3:16 - For God so loved the world that He gave His One and Only Son. God gave His best because He loves you and I.

When we give we become more like God, God gave His best.

Giving also draws us closer to God because giving is an act of Worship and when you and I Worship God, it draws us closer to God.

Isn't that true.

Have you ever come to a service and you feel a little down, or you feel a little discouraged, or you feel a little far from God, but then you begin to sing and Worship Him and put your focus on Him the next thing you know you are feeling a little better.

Why because Worship draws us closer to God and just like singing is an act of worship, so is giving.

That is why we set aside a time to give unto the Lord - So we can worship God with our giving. 

Just like we sing, we praise, we dance, we clap, and we sing worship songs. We also set aside a time to give, because Giving is an act of Worship.

Imagine - someone testifying after service this morning - I got my breakthrough during Tithes and Offerings.

Come On Somebody!!!

I don't know about you, but that has happened to me.

Some of the best times I've had in Church have not only come when I've danced at the Altar, or was broken by a powerful Worship song, or shouted real loud because of the excitement, but it was when I was able to give some finances to God when my finances were tight or when I was able to pay off a pledge that I committed to.

I am sitting there during the tithes and offering thinking man that was hard, but it felt good....

When  we worship God with our giving it draws our hearts closer to Him.

Giving is like spiritual aerobics its good for the heart and it even makes it stronger...

We must remember something about money, God doesn't need our money. 

He owns all the silver and gold and all the cattle on a thousand hill, but what He wants is what our money represents. - that is our heart.

See when you and I Worship God not only with song, words, or actions but also with our giving it draws us closer to Him.

Wherever your money is that is where you heart is.

So the first thing that you and I should remember about giving is that it draws us closer to God.

2. Giving strengthens our faith.

The next thing that giving does is strengthens our faith. See faith is like a muscle the more you and I exercise it, the stronger it becomes.

Our giving proves the reality of our faith.

Sometimes God will use finances to test our faith. Have you ever had to decide between paying a bill or giving your tithes?

You only have so much finances to work with and you are wondering how is God going to meet my needs if I put Him first. Well that is a test of our faith.

God may be saying do you think I can really meet all your needs or do you feel you need to take care of them on your own?

God says bring all the tithe into the store house and see if I will not open the flood gates of heaven and pour you out a blessing.

Basically God is saying -I Dare you to put me first and see how I will bless you.

Go ahead I Dare you to tithe - Go ahead I Dare you - tithe Go head and watch how I will bless you...

Give... go ahead Give... I Dare you... and watch and see how I will bless your life.

Quoted from Rick Warren - Did you know there are more promises in the Bible regarding giving than any other thing? Jesus talked more about giving than he did about Heaven or Hell. I believe this is because giving is the essence of being like Jesus.

When you and I give it shows that we trust God to meet our needs.
It shows that we trust God and we believe His promises to meet our every need.

Giving can and will strengthen, God will stretch and God will test our faith..

God  promises you and I blessings when we are faithful in our giving.

Now when you and I see God come through time and time again it should strengthen our faith.

Like I said earlier faith is like a muscle the more and more you and I excercise it, the stronger it becomes.

Tell your neighbor - you are only getting stronger...

The best time to give is when it hurts: - Quote - Sunday School Times
A group of churches was raising a fund of $30,000 to finance missionary projects in Africa and South America. A little church whose members lost nearly all their property in a terrible disaster sent a check for $209. 

The secretary of the missionary society sponsoring the work was reproached for accepting the gift: "Doesn't it hurt your conscience to take money from a people that are struggling financially?" 

The secretary replied, "Did the Lord tell the widow to come back and take her two mites out of the treasury box?

Hello Somebody..

Talking about the best time to give is when it hurts reminds me of the widow woman in I Kings 17 -

I Kings 17:12 And she said, [As] the LORD thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I [am] gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die.

1Ki 17:13 And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go [and] do as thou hast said: but make me thereof a little cake first, and bring [it] unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son.

 1Ki 17:14 For thus saith the LORD God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day [that] the LORD sendeth rain upon the earth. 

She was down to her last meal, but she gave and God met every need that she had. She never lacked again.

You and I would think that being in such a difficult situation God will excuse her from giving, right?

Well I came across a list of those who can be excused from giving to God's work and Christian missions... This list was compiled from Horace Bushnell, the great new England preacher...

He says the only ones who may be excused from giving are the ones who are listed below:

1- Those who believe that men are not lost in sin and do not need a Saviour.

2- Those who believe that Jesus made a mistake when He said to His followers: "Go into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature."

3- Those who believe the Gospel is not the power of God, and that faith in Christ cannot save.
4- Those who wish that missionaries had never come to our ancestors, and that we ourselves are still unsaved.

5- Those who believe that it is "every man for himself" in this world, and, with Cain, ask: "Am I my brother's keeper?"

6- Those who wish to have no share in the final victory of Christ.

and last but not least

7-Those who believe they are not accountable to God for the money and talents entrusted to them.

The question is Are You Excused?

See even though our situation may not be the best to give, we are not excused, because that is the best time to put God to the test.

It is called sacrificial giving. Sacrificial giving is giving when it hurts.

It strengthens our faith, when we see God come through.

Raise your hand if you have given in a situation that didn't seem the best to give, but God came through...

We should be willing to sacrifice - because we want to keep growing - and it develops our spiritual faith muscles.

- we can get stuck in the past if we don't keep stepping out by faith in our giving.

The Bible says in II Corinthians 8:7
But since you excel in everything--in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you --see that you also excel in this grace of giving.

See gifts are good, speaking in tongues is good , evangelizing is good, dancing is good, teaching is great, but we need to also excel and continue to grow in the gift of giving.

3. Giving blesses us in return.

Time and time again God says in the Bible if you give I will unto you.

Luke 6:38

Malachi 3:10

Deuteronomy 15:10 - Give generously to him and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to

Proverbs 11:24-25There is one who scatters, and yet increases all the more, and there is one who withholds what is justly due, and yet it results only in want. The generous man will be prosperous, and he who waters will himself be watered.

Matthew 25:29

Philippians 4:19

Proverbs 3:9

II Corinthians 9:6
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.

Over and over in the Bible we see that there are benefits in Giving to God.

Just like you and I want a job that has good benefits, well there's no better benefits than to giving to the Kingdom of God..

How does God bless us:

***- by giving us a raise at our job...

*** - decreasing our expenses

*** - by keeping us healthy

Giving feels good!!! - It feels good to give.

Let me just share with you one of many testimonies that I have heard from our people that are faithful in their giving:

1 - a brother came up to me and said Pastor Dre I just want to share a testimony with you. My dad had a debt of over R500,000 and he didn't know what to do. He started tithing and was believing God, the next thing you know the he gets a notice saying that the R500,000 had been canceled.

2 - a sister not too long ago says Pastor Dre I just want to let you know I got me a new car.

3 -  another person came up to me and said - I wanna let you know that I will be getting the settlement that you help me pray about and the first thing I am going to do is tithe.

Hello Somebody!!!

Tell your neighbor - there are benefits in giving to The Lord.

In closing there are 2 types of people in life - there are givers and then there are takers.

There are people in life that are constantly giving and then there are people in life that are constantly taking.

Which one would you like to be classified as this morning, a giver or a taker.

Let me ask a question - "Are there any givers in The House this morning?"

I know we have givers here this morning - you say how do I know, because a lot of you have been blessed.

Think about it - many of you have gotten - new cars, new houses, new jobs, promotions, and on and on.

I remember when we were in the PPK there may have been maybe 15 to 20 cars in the parking lot, but now we some of you are fighting for parking spaces.

Come on Somebody...

Now on the other hand there may be some here this morning that have come for a free ride, you are not experiencing what the ones who have sacrificed are experiencing.

Well I have a secret for you this morning and don't tell the person next to you.

In order to receive the blessings you and I need to be a blessing.

See givers are the ones who walk into The House of God and they get Joy to see what The Lord is doing through their giving.

When they walk in to The House of The Lord there is a spirit of excitement. 

Why because they see and experience how their giving has and is making a difference in the lives of people.

See the blessing don't only come in material ways, but the blessing also come in spiritual ways.

When you and I see a couple restored like I just saw this Saturday - it bring joy to your heart.

When you and I see people getting saved at the altar it brings joy to our heart.

When you and I pay our tithe and give inThe House of God knowing that God is changing lives here, it brings joy and excitement to you and I.

Remember - If you can afford it - it doesn't take a miracle.

*** there is a difference between faith and bargaining with God.

*** Faith is giving to God in advance.

*** Bargaining is God if you make this happen or if you close this deal then I will give to you.

In just a few months - people are going to be coming from all over the world to see and experience what God is doing here in South Africa. 

And guess what - It is a privilege for you and I to be a part  of what God is doing through our giving. 

Why do you say that - well because you and I have the privilege of being able to be a part of what God is going to do through our giving.

Isn't it amazing how God can take a people that were no people - save them, sanctify them, and use them for His Glory and Honor.

Now If you and I are going to continue to do what God has called us to do, it is going to take finances and that means God has to bless His people.

In order for God to bless you and I, that means we need to step out in our giving.

***

4. Answering the Call

Message #3

"Answering the Call"
Acts 16:6-10 - Isaiah 6:8
1) There was a call for help.

Acts 16:9

Paul was preaching the Gospel in different cities and he and his crew were on their way through Phrygia and the region of Galatia, they were forbidden to preach the Word in Asia.

Then they tried to go to Bithynia, but the Spirit did not permit them. So passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas. And a vision appeared to Paul at night.

Paul had a vision of a man in Macedonia. This man stood and pleaded for Paul and the crew, to go to Macedonia and help them out.

How many know, just like this man was pleading for help, there are hurting young people in our world that are pleading for help.

They are looking for a way out. They are looking for answers to their problems.

They are running away from home, they are hooked on drugs, they are bound by sin, but how many know that we have the answer.

Can you hear the cry of hurting young people in our world today?

Can you hear the cry of hurting young people in our schools today?

Can you hear the cry of hurting young people in our city today?

2) They responded to the need.

Acts 16:10

Not only did Paul see the need in a vision, but he and his crew were willing to respond to meet the need.

In verse 10 we see that they went to Macedonia to preach the Gospel to them.

Notice also that it says immediately they went, they didn't procrastinate, but they went right away to preach the Gospel.

See, just like Paul and the people that were with him stepped out to meet the need of someone crying for help. 

God has raised you and I up in this Generation to meet the needs of hurting young people who are crying out for help.

I know most of us here know there is a need to help hurting young people. 


You see the need almost every day at your school.

You hear about the need on T.V. and in the news almost every day.

You see the need in the lifestyles of our young people.

They are crying out for help.

I believe most of us here desire to meet the need of hurting young people, but I wander how many of us are saying "I'll do it tomorrow."

Paul didn't wait. He saw the vision of the need and immediately they went out to meet the need, by preaching the Gospel.

See it is the gospel that changes lives, not our talents or our gifts. So it doesn't matter if you are the best preacher, rapper, singer, actor, or teacher. 

Just share the Gospel and lives will be changed.

The world is hungry for an answer - and when you are hungry - it doesn't matter who the cook is, you just want something to eat.

So don't let your insecurities stop you any longer from stepping out for God and meeting the needs of hurting young people in our world.

Stop making excuses the time is now to answer the call.

3) Because they answered the call lives were touched and saved. 


Because Paul and the people with him decided to respond to the need, many lives were saved and touched by the power of God.

Tonight I want you to know, that there are young people waiting on you and I to answer the call of God upon our lives.

How selfish it is for us not to step out and bring the good news to someone else who is hurting.

We may say things like what if I, I don't know if I, how am I going to look when I, how am I going to sound if I, I, I, I.

The challenge for us is not to let ourselves get in the way of what God has called us to do today.

Imagine if Paul would have said I'll step out when I get everything together. 

I am going through some setbacks right now. 

Doors are being closed and things aren't going the way I thought they would, so I will just wait for a better time and opportunity.




Acts 16:6-7
But Paul was persistent. A few doors were closed, but that didn't stop Paul from preaching the Gospel. God opened up the door they went through it and Paul and the crew were used to bring many to Jesus.


Lydia got saved
-

Acts 16:14


The Jailer got saved - 

Acts 16:30


The jailers family got saved  -
Acts 16:33

Are you willing to Answer the call of God upon your life and bring the good news to hurting young people in our world today?

Someone is waiting on you and I to answer the call of God to bring good news to this Generation…

Now is the time...

5. The Christmas Gift

Message #4

Christmas Day Message
John 3:16


"I was in need of a Savior"

Quote: You and I must remember the reason for the season:
Two women who were having lunch in an elegant hotel were approached by a mutual friend who asked the occasion for the meal. One lady replied, "We are celebrating the birth of my baby boy." "But where is he?" inquired the friend. "Oh," said the mother, "you didn't think I'd bring him, did you?" What a picture of the way the world treats Jesus at Christmas.

John 3:16
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life

John 3:17
For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.

Quote: God sent a Savior
If our greatest need had been information, God would have sent us an educator; If our greatest need had been technology, God would have sent us a scientist; If our greatest need had been money, God would have sent us an economist; If our greatest need had been pleasure, God would have sent us an entertainer; But our greatest need was forgiveness, so God sent us a Savior.

Scriptures that tell about the Birth of Jesus:
Isaiah 7:14
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.

Isaiah 9:6-7
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. 

Micah 5:2
"But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times. "

This passage from Micah 5 was quoted by the chief priests and teachers of the law when Herod asked about the birth of the Messiah (Matthew 2:5-6). 

Mat 2:5-6 KJV - 5 And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet, 6 And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. 

Luke 1:35
The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.

I don't know about you, but I am glad that God sent us a Savior.

I needed a Savior. 

I didn't need a scientist, I didn't need a entertainer, I didn't need a educator, but I needed a Savior.

On this Christmas day I am thankful and grateful that God sent me a Savior.

It doesn't matter if you were brought up in Church, did drugs all your life, or never broke a plate in your life, we are all in need of a Savior.

The Bible says in Romans 3:23 "For we all have sinned and fallen short of the Glory.

Romans 6:23 says "The wages of our sin is death."

In John 3:6 - Jesus told Nicodemus that you must be born again to enter in the Kingdom of heaven. 

Now we must understand that Nicodemus was a religious leader and a Pharisee. According to his outward appearance, he was already transformed unto God, but if Nicodemus needed to be born again, what about you and I?

Nicodemus didn't understand what Jesus meant by being born again and he marveled at it.

John 3:7 says
Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.

Why didn't Nicodemus understand?

Nicodemus marveled at this statement from Jesus, because he - like most of the Jews of his time - believed they already had the inner transformation promised in the New Covenant, but Jesus wanted him to take hold of the fact that he does not have it, and must be born again.

Somebody say " I need a Savior"

What Jesus told Nicodemus in John 3:7 (You must be born again) He refuted the popular Jewish idea of the way to salvation.

Now we see the same thing in John 3:16 -  Now Jesus refutes the popular Jewish idea of the scope of salvation: for God so loved the world.

The Jews of that day rarely thought that God loved the world. They thought that God only loved, but not the world.

The universal offer of salvation and life in Jesus was absolutely revolutionary at this time. 

I thank God that the gift of Salvation is for all, not just those who have it together, not just those who fit a certain criteria, not just those who or of a certain race, not just those who fit the outward appearance, but Salvation belongs to whoever calls upon the name of The Lord.

The challenge for you and I is to enjoy the gift that God has given us.

Illustration: Box of a Christmas gift...

Just like we have presents in our Christmas boxes, God gave us a gift wrapped in His Son...All we have to do is open the gift.

(Love, Joy, Peace, Forgiveness, Healing, and Deliverance)

On this Christmas day let us enjoy the Gift that God has given us.

He gave us the greatest gift of all, His only begotten Son.

What can we learn from John 3:16 and I will be done.

1.  We learn the object of God's love: For God so loved the world. God did not wait for the world to turn to Him before He loved the world. He loved and gave His only begotten Son to the world when it was still the world!

While we were yet sinners Christ died for us.

2. We learn the expression and the gift of God's love: He gave His only begotten Son. God's love didn't just feel for the condition of a fallen world. God did something about it, and He gave the most precious thing to give: His only begotten Son.

3. We learn the recipient of God's love: Whoever believes in Him.

Somebody say whoever... Aren't you grateful for that whoever?
God loves the world that means you and I, but the we do not receive or benefit from that love until we believe in Jesus, the gift that the Father gave. 

See the word believes in - means much more than intellectual awareness, but it means to trust in, to rely on, and to cling to.

4. We learn the intention of God's love: Should not perish. 

God sent His only begotten Son so that you and I might have life and life for abundantly.

God's love actually saves you and I from eternal destruction. 

God so the need of fallen humanity and didn't want us to perish, so in His love He extends the gift of salvation in Jesus Christ.

5. We learn the duration of God's love: Everlasting life. 

God's love for us is so deep that it last for eternity.

See the love of we receive from people may fade, may change, may even turn, but God's love will never change. 

He will never stop loving His people, even unto the furthest distance of eternity.

The Seven Wonders of John 3:16.

Lets break down For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life...

- God - The Almighty Authority

- So loved the world - The Mightiest Motive

- That He gave His only begotten Son - The Greatest Gift

- That whoever - The Widest Welcome

- Believes in Him - The Easiest Escape

- Should not perish - The Divine Deliverance

- But have everlasting life - The Priceless Possession 

God didn't only send us a bunch of rules, but He sent us His Son.

Hallelujah!!!

Quote: God sent His Son
Pastor Clifford S. Stewart of Louisville, Kentucky, sent his parents a microwave oven one Christmas. Here's how he recalls the experience: "They were excited that now they, too, could be a part of the instant generation. When Dad unpacked the microwave and plugged it in, literally within seconds, the microwave transformed two smiles into frown! Even after reading the directions, they couldn't make it work. "Two days later, my mother was playing bridge with a friend and confessed her inability to get that microwave oven even to boil water. 'To get this darn thing to work,' she exclaimed, 'I really don't need better directions; I just needed my son to come along with the gift!'" When God gave the gift of salvation, he didn't send a booklet of complicated instructions for us to figure out; he sent his Son.

I am sooo glad He sent His Son because I needed a Savior!!!

6. Dream On...

Message #5

Dream On...

Genesis 37:5
Today I would like to look at the process of a dreamer.

Somebody say Process…

I want to get you to dream, because someone is waiting to be blessed and healed on the other side of your dream.

Josephs dream not only impacted him, but it also impacted his whole family.

Joseph had a dream, but the dream did not come to pass overnight, there was a process.

Tell your neighbor Process…

What is the definition of Process?

Process: A systematic series of actions directed to some end.

Did you know that the process that a product goes through can determine the quality of that product.

When it comes to Food, Cars, Gold, clothes, and even leaders.

The name on the product doesn’t determine the quality of the product, but it represents the process that product has gone through and the material inside that product.

Example:

The name on a phone doesn't determine the quality of that product, but it represents the material and process of which that phone was taken through.

The name on a car doesn’t determine the quality of that product, but it represents the material and the process of which that car was taken through.

The name on a suit doesn’t determine the quality of the product, but it represent the material and the process of which that suit was taken through.

All the name does is confirm the quality of the material inside the product and the process the product went through.

I can take an Apple sticker and put it on a regular cell phone, does that give it quality?

I can take a Hugo Boss tag and put it on my suit, does that give it quality?

I can take a Mercedes emblem and put it on a Toyota does that give it Mercedes quality?

It is not the name on the product that makes it quality, but the material and the process the product has gone through.

Joseph went through a process to become the man of God he was and also to see his dream come to pass.

See most of us at one time or another have had a dream to do something big for God, but what can happen is our dream can be put to sleep or die in the midst of the process.

Believe it or not, all of us are going through a process.

What can happen is we can let the process steal our dream.

This evening I have come for those that are here and somehow the process has tried to steal our dream.

At one time, we were dreaming big for God.

At one time, we were on fire for The Lord.

At one time, we were believing God to use our lives to do big things, but now somehow the process has stolen our dream.

Maybe your dream has not been stolen, but maybe it is sleeping.

Today I have come to wake up some dreams that have fallen asleep. 

I've come for those Elijah’s who are hiding in cave with your dream.

I've come for those Gideon’s who running and hiding with your dream.

I've come for those who have given up on your dream and don’t even know it.

Tell your neighbor “I am getting my Dream back…”

It is time to step out for God - Take a risk… - Stir it up!!! - Go for all God has for you… - Now is the time...

James Conant
Behold the turtle. He makes progress only when he sticks his neck out. 

Think about it what was the dream that you had when you first started serving God?


Has that dream become watered down?


Has that dream become dormant?


Has that dream been compromised?


Has that dream been put in a cave?

I have stopped by to encourage you and I don’t let the process steal your dream.

See a lot of times if the Enemy can't steal your dream, then the Enemy will put your dream to sleep.

He will put your dream in a choke hold and try and get it to tap out.

What do I mean by put it to sleep? 

Well deep down inside you haven't given up on your dream, but you are not pursuing it either.  

You will be surprised how many people actually still come to Church, but have given up on their purpose and dreams.

You will be surprised of – how many people shout, dance, and even get involved in ministry, but have given up on pursuing the call of God upon their life.

Tell your neighbor - Don’t let the Enemy put your dream to sleep…

Its ok to dream as a leader, its ok to dream as a journey group leader, its ok to dream as a business owner, its ok to dream as a college student, and its ok to dream as an individual. 

Just a side note:
Your dream should always compliment the house vision.

See if God has you in this house, then I believe that your dream should compliment the overall vision of this house. Your dream will always compliment where God has you.


I would like to take a look at the life of a dreamer. 

I would like to take a look at some of the things that a dreamer may go through, but if you and I stick it out your dream will come to pass.

Let’s take a look at the process Joseph went through to see his dream come to pass.

1. He was thrown into a pit - Genesis 37:23-24 – Practicing the Presence of God.
The pit can represent the stage of practicing the Presence of God.

How many know when you are in a pit it is just you and God.

If you don't know how to practice the Presence of God, this is when you and I can feel alone and abandoned.

Have you ever felt like you were thrown into a pit and everybody around you was gone.

Have you ever felt like no one understands what I am trying to do, where I am trying to go, or who I am trying to be?

Have you ever felt forsaken - abandoned - mistreated and Left all alone in the midst of your walk?

Imagine this is how Joseph must have felt when he was thrown into the pit.

There was no one around - no one to encourage him - no one to say it's going to be alright and the people who put him there were the ones you would expect him to be comforted by.

One thing that Joseph had going for him is that God was with him. He knew how to walk in the presence of God.

The first stage of seeing our dreams come to pass is we need to learn how to practice the Presence of God.

See we might be good at a lot of things, but one thing we should be great at is practicing the Presence of God.

That way when we feel abandoned, mistreated, alone, or neglected we can always know that God is with us, because we are practicing His Presence.

No matter what Joseph went through or where he was, he always prospered because he took God with him.

He didn’t need the preacher to preach him to victory, he didn’t need the choir to sing him to victory, he didn’t need to shout and run around the get the victory, but he knew how to tap into the Presence of God.

You and I need to know how to have Church all by ourselves.

I may not be good at everything, but one thing I want to be good at is practicing the Presence of God. I know if I can get God to show up where ever I am at then I will be alright.

2. He was falsely accused - people Genesis 39:17-19 – Overcome Criticism.
17 -Then she told him this story: “That Hebrew slave you brought us came to me to make sport of me.

18 - But as soon as I screamed for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house.”

19 -When his master heard the story his wife told him, saying, “This is how your slave treated me,” he burned with anger. 

This is where he overcame the critics…

If you and I are going to pursue our dream then we need to learn how to overcome criticism.

It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles, or where the doer of deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs, who comes short again and again, because there is no effort without error and shortcoming; but who does actually strive to do the deeds; who knows great enthusiasms, the great devotions; who spends himself in a worthy cause; who at the best knows in the end the triumph of high achievement, and who at the worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who neither know victory nor defeat.

Zig Ziglar says don't be distracted by criticism. Remember - the only taste of success some people have is when they take a bite out of you. 

Charles Caleb Colton: Overcoming Adversity Quotes
All adverse and depressing influences can be overcome, not by fighting, but by rising above them.

People maybe able to strip you of your coat, but they cannot strip you of your character. 

People maybe able to take many things from you, but they cannot take your dream unless you let them.

3. He was thrown into prison - Genesis 40 – Used his gift where he was at

1 Some time later, the cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt offended their master, the king of Egypt. 

2 Pharaoh was angry with his two officials, the chief cupbearer and the chief baker, 

3 and put them in custody in the house of the captain of the guard, in the same prison where Joseph was confined
Joseph could have been on a bummer in the prison, but he chose to be faithful in his talents and gifts. Even though he was in a tough place, he still remained faithful in using the talents that God has given him

See it is not so much that we are faithful when everything is going good, but the challenge is to remain faithful even in the midst of the storms.

Even when Joseph was in prison he still interpreted dreams.

Even when he was in prison he used his gift.

Tell your neighbor stay faithful in the storm.

Too many times we as Christians drop out of a ministry because things didn’t go our way.

Hello somebody!!!

The challenge is to go through the process…

5. He became in charge of the palace – His dream reached others...
Enoch shows the walk of faith, Noah shows the perseverance of faith, Abraham shows the obedience of faith, Isaac shows the power of faith, and Jacob shows the discipline of faith. 

Along these lines we could say that Joseph shows the triumph of faith. Joseph never complained and he never compromised.

Let’s look at the process of Joseph:

· If Joseph’s brothers never sell him to the Midianites, then Joseph never goes to Egypt. 

· If Joseph never goes to Egypt, he never is sold to Potiphar. 

· If he is never sold to Potiphar, Potiphar’s wife never falsely accuses him of rape. 

· If Potiphar’s wife never falsely accuses him of rape, then he is never put in prison. 

· If he is never put in prison, he never meets the baker and butler of Pharaoh. 

· If he never meets the baker and butler of Pharaoh, he never interprets their dreams. 

· If he never interprets their dreams, he never gets to interpret Pharaoh’s dreams. 

· If he never gets to interpret Pharaoh’s dreams, he never is made prime minister. 

· If he is never made prime minister, he never wisely administrates for the severe famine coming upon the region. 

· If he never wisely administrates for the severe famine coming upon the region, then his family back in Canaan perishes from the famine. 

· If his family back in Canaan perishes from the famine, the Messiah can’t come forth from a dead family. 

· If the Messiah can’t come forth, then Jesus never came. 

· If Jesus never came, you are dead in your sins and without hope in this world. 

Who is waiting on the other side of the process to your dream?

Maybe there is someone here, who needs a little bit of encouragement because you are going through the process.

Let me mention something - Courage doesn't always roar. 

Sometimes courage is the little voice at the end of the day that says I'll try again tomorrow.

Have you given up on your dream? Is your dream sleep? Is your dream in the grave?

People will be blessed by your dream so step out and go for it.


Billy Graham: Overcoming Adversity Quotes
Comfort and prosperity have never enriched the world as much as adversity has.


7. Deeper Series Part 1

Message #6

Exodus 4:10 - 14
"Deeper with God"

This morning I would like to start a 3 part series entitled "Deeper with God".

So for the next 3 Sundays we will be studying and looking into the book of Exodus and the life of Moses.

I am really excited about this Series and look forward to sharing with you.

How many want to go Deeper in the things of God in 2014?

Speaking of going deeper in the things of God - I know our Worship Team has already set the pace for going deeper in the things of God. They had an all night prayer meeting this past Friday and it was powerful.

On that note I would like to invite those of you who say I am determined to go deeper in the things of God this year, to join us as we have a 2 day 24 hour prayer shut in. 

The Church will be open 24 hours a day for you and I to come and get a hold of God, starting this Thursday at 12:00 noon all the way till Saturday at 12:00 noon. If you want to come for your lunch break, or after work, or  before work, the Church will be open.

Somebody say "Deeper"

Ok now back to the topic of " Going deeper with God"

So like I mentioned earlier we are going to be looking at the book of Exodus and studying the life of Moses. 

Moses had a deep relationship with God. 


As a matter of fact - Moses is described in many ways in the Bible. 
He is called a "man of God, the greatest prophet to arise in Israel, and a servant of the Lord." He desired to see the Glory of God.

But one of the most interesting descriptions of Moses is that of a "friend of God."


The Bible says, "The LORD would speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks with his friend" (Exodus 33:11 NIV). 

Moses maintained an intimate relationship with God - so much that he would forever be known as God's friend.

 Moses also heard form God on Mt.Sinai about The Law and The Tabernacle which we will get into in week 3. 

So Moses was used greatly of God and had a deep relationship with God, but lets take a look at his life and how it all come about. It didn't just happen overnight, Moses went through a process to have the relationship he had with God.

Ok - we just read in Exodus chapter 4 that God wanted to use Moses and send Moses to deliver His people, but Moses didn't feel adequate enough.

Now before all this happened I want to take a look at the life of Moses and what him to this point.

Moses had an interesting life. 

The book of Exodus opens up with a baby. That baby is Moses.

Moses was born during a time when Pharaoh wanted all the male babies to be put to death, but Moses survived and you can see God's hand is evident at the very beginning of the book.

God moved in such a way that in spite of the law of Pharaoh to put all the Hebrew male babies in Egypt to death. Moses is spared, not only is he spared,  but he ends up being nursed by his own mother, who was paid by Pharaoh to raise him.

One Commentator said:
It has been said when God wants to do something great He starts with a baby.


When God wants to change history, he doesn't start with a battle, he starts with a baby.

So God began with this baby.

As Moses grew up he was raised in the court of Pharaoh and had access to all the learning of the Egyptians. He was trained by the best of the world of that day.

He was the foster son of the king himself, but as he grew older God spoke to him and he realized that God had a plan to use him to deliver his people.

Now there went Moses starting out to do his job, he thought, but there are a few things that Moses went through that I would like to take a look at.

1. God speaks to Moses
So, one day he went out and saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew and he killed the man and because of this Moses ended up fleeing to the dessert.

Moses ended up tending these sheep in the dessert for 40 years.

This can seem to be a downgrade to a man who was prince in the court of Pharaoh and had a great education, yet he is satisfied with it.

Moses event hough he was a shepherd in the dessert took care of what he was in charge of. That is a good sign of a Man of God or a Woman of God in the making. 

It is when there are faithful and productive right where God has them.

I don't know how many time I've heard people say, I could do more for God if I just had this or if I just had that.

Ok now back to Moses. So as Moses is in the dessert in Exodus 3:2 taking care of the sheep, he sees a burning bush. 

See it wasn't a big deal that the bush was on fire, but what got Moses attention was that the bush didn't go out.

One Commentator said - The bush burned, and yet did not burn away; an emblem of the church in bondage in Egypt.

Now this brings us to when God called Moses to deliver His people.

God meets up with Moses and calls him back to his original task and that is to be a deliverer for God's people.

2. Moses had shortcomings - Exodus 4:10

When God called Moses and told him I want you to go and deliver my people. Moses came up with all kinds of reasons whey he couldn't do it.

Would you like to have a deeper relationship with God? 

Would you like your spiritual life to be more meaningful and more intimate than it is right now? 

If that is something we desire then we need to be careful not to live by feelings. Our feelings can get in the way of what God has for us.

Of course we can't live a life without feelings, because God created us as emotional creatures and feelings are a part of it.

When you and I begin to do that, we stand the chance of missing out on what God has for us.

So if we really want to go deeper in our relationship with God, we need to make a commitment to no longer to be led by our feelings.

We must remember just because we feel something doesn't make it true.

There is a difference between what is fact and what is true. It might be a fact that you are going through tough situations and trials right now, but the truth is that God loves you and has a plan for your life.

So if you and I want to go Deeper with God, we need to be careful to not let our feelings get in the way.

See it's easy to start and exercise program to get fit, until we get sore. It is easy to start a diet, until we get hungry. Well in the same way it is easy to desire a Deeper walk with God, until opposition and obstacles come our way, but that is where we can't let our feelings get in the way we need to keep on pressing.

Let the truth be told - I don't always feel like a preacher. Yep that's right. 

There are times when I am done preaching I feel like I didn't do a good job and failed to connect with the people that I am trying to communicate with. There are even times when I don't feel effective in ministry, but that is where we can't let our feelings get in the way of our attitudes and actions.

As a matter of fact, it is in times when I feel I didn't communicate that people will usually come and say - WOW!!! that was a powerful Word or that was a powerful service and I think it is God's way of keeping us humble. 

We don't need to feel good in order for God to move.

Example: Just because I feel like God can't use me because of my shortcomings doesn't mean it is true.

That is how Moses felt.

God tells Moses I want you to go and deliver my people - Moses said to God, "Oh, Lord, I can't do that; I am not eloquent; I am slow of speech and tongue;  I can't speak; I am not able to talk . I-I-I-I  can't stand before Pharaoh." 

Now notice God didn't get angry at Moses for saying this. He knew it was the humanness of Moses to make excuses, Just like you and I. So, God didn't rebuke Moses or feeling inadequate. As a matter of fact I think it is good to feel inadequate, it should drive us closer to depend of God.

God just simply told Moses - Who gave man his mouth - Who makes him deaf or mute - Who give him sight or makes him blind; Is it not me.

Then God went on to say Now go,  I will help you speak, I will teach you what to say. I know you can't do it on your own, but I will help you.

And Moses basically went on to say - Lord I think you need to get someone else. I think you should send someone else.

Then the Bible says in Exodus 4:14 - that The Anger of The Lord was kindled against Moses.

The thing that stands out to me is that - the first time Moses was saying I don't think I can do this. 

I am just a man and I don't have it all together. I have a lot of shortcomings and inadequacies. And God is basically saying yes I know. I made you that way and I will be with you through it all and I will do it through you.

Then the second time when Moses said Lord I think that you need to get someone else, that is when the anger of The Lord kindled. Because basically Moses was saying I know I can't do it Lord and I don't think you can do it either.

When Moses challenged God in this way, that is when His Anger was kindled.

See it is not our weaknesses that God is concerned about in getting His job done. It is when you and I doubt God's strength and ability to do the job through us.

When we draw back, what we are basically saying is God I can't do it and I am not sure if you can do it through me. I am not sure if you are able.

But how many want to go a deeper level in God in 2014 - you may have doubted God in 2013, but in 2014 you are going to new level and a deeper walk with God.

Somebody say "Deeper"

3. Exodus 12:31 - Moses ended up going to Egypt and was used to deliver God's people.

God had a plan for Moses life from the time of him being a baby and even though he went through some setbacks; God spoke to him and said I want to use your life to reach my people.

Moses looked at his shortcomings and didn't think God could use him to do it, but he ended up stepping out and God came through.

Next week we will be looking at the journey of Moses and the Israelites, but this morning there maybe someone here who needs to trust God to use you in a way you didn't think  possible.

Now I know in 2013 we may have had some setbacks, we may have had some shortcomings, and we may have gone through somethings. I just stopped by to encourage us this morning to step out on God's Word that He gave you and He will come through.

God had a plan for Moses from the beginning and circumstances and situations tried to cancel that plan. 


Moses found himself in the backside of the dessert on the run, but God appeared to him and said I still want to use you to deliver my people.

I know you did this or you did that.


I know you feel inadequate and you can't do this and you can't do that.
I know everything about you because I made you, but it will not be your strength it will be my strength working through you.

I would like to encourage someone this morning to take that step to go Deeper in your walk with God.

To go Deeper in your commitment to God.
To go Deeper in your involvement with God.
To go Deeper in your relationship with God, in spite of our shortcomings and our setbacks.

Tell your neighbor I am going Deeper...

8. Deeper Series Part 2

Message #7

Deeper with God
Exodus 4:10


Here is a review of last week in case you were not here:


Acts Chapter 7 basically summarizes everything we talked about last week:
Act 7:23
“One day when Moses was forty years old, he decided to visit his relatives, the people of Israel.

Act 7:24
He saw an Egyptian mistreating an Israelite. So Moses came to the man’s defense and avenged him, killing the Egyptian.

Act 7:25
Moses assumed his fellow Israelites would realize that God had sent him to rescue them, but they didn’t.

Act 7:26 
“The next day he visited them again and saw two men of Israel fighting. He tried to be a peacemaker. ‘Men,’ he said, ‘you are brothers. Why are you fighting each other?’

Act 7:27
“But the man in the wrong pushed Moses aside. ‘Who made you a ruler and judge over us?’ he asked.

Act 7:28
‘Are you going to kill me as you killed that Egyptian yesterday?’

Act 7:29
When Moses heard that, he fled the country and lived as a foreigner in the land of Midian. There his two sons were born.

Act 7:30
“Forty years later, in the desert near Mount Sinai, an angel appeared to Moses in the flame of a burning bush.

Act 7:31 
When Moses saw it, he was amazed at the sight. As he went to take a closer look, the voice of the LORD called out to him,

Act 7:32
‘I am the God of your ancestors—the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.’ Moses shook with terror and did not dare to look.

Act 7:33
“Then the LORD said to him, ‘Take off your sandals, for you are standing on holy ground.

Act 7:34
I have certainly seen the oppression of my people in Egypt. I have heard their groans and have come down to rescue them. Now go, for I am sending you back to Egypt.

Act 7:35
“So God sent back the same man his people had previously rejected when they demanded, ‘Who made you a ruler and judge over us?’ Through the angel who appeared to him in the burning bush, God sent Moses to be their ruler and savior.

As we continue to study the book of Exodus we should keep in mind, that the Old Testament is designed by God in such a way to make the great truths of the New Testament come alive for us. 

This is important in our Christian experience. 

Many truths of the new testament can be good knowledge until they come alive when we see them interpreted in the dramatic presentations of the Old Testament.

This happens in the first five or six books of the Old Testament, we see God lays out the foundational pattern of his workings.

In the first six books of the Bible Genesis through Joshua, we can see God trace out His pattern of working in human life.

So being that we are doing a study on the book of Exodus, I think it is important for you and I to know how the rest of these books (Such as Genesis, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, and Joshua)  link together.

Lets start with Genesis -

Genesis - is a book that reveals the need of mankind.

Exodus - Exodus is all about God - Exodus is God's answer to the need of mankind. Throughout the entire book you see God at work painting a picture of redemption. Redeeming man in his need, in his sin, and in his misery. 

It's ok if you don't understand what I am saying just yet, so that is why I would like to share on the topic I am sharing on the morning.

It is a beautiful picture and contains instructions to us of what redemption is; it points out what God has done, what God is doing in our lives, and what He intends to do.

Now we should understand that redemption is not complete in this book. We must also move into Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. Then as we move into Joshua we see the whole picture develop. 

Joshua is a place where Israel is brought into the land and a place of triumph and victory over their enemies.

These books are marvelously designed by the Holy Spirit and that is why Paul said to the Corinthians - These things happened to them as a warning, but they were written down for our instruction. (I Corinthians 10:11)

Now since we are studying the book of Exodus let's get back to Exodus and take a look at the structure of Exodus.

There are four things that you and I should remember when we are studying the book of Exodus.

1 - The Passover - Chapters 1 through 14

2 - The Crossing at the Red Sea - Chapter 14

3-  The giving of The Law at Mt. Sinai - Exodus 24

4 - The construction of the tabernacle in the midst of the camp of Israel. - Exodus 25 - 40

These 4 events pretty much sums of the book of Exodus.

This morning I would like to look at the first events in the book of Exodus and that is The Passover and The Crossing of the Red Sea.

They are basically 2 events in 1 truth and that is the deliverance of God's people from the bondage of Egypt.

In our days we would call it - the deliverance of you and I from the bondage of the world.

So lets take a look at the Passover and the Crossing of the Red Sea.

1 - The Passover - Exodus 12:21-23
What are the events that lead up to the passover?

We covered it last week. How God called Moses, then God challenged him, and then God sent him back to Egypt and that is where we left off.

Moses eventually went back to Egypt taking the rod of God with him, but he faced some opposition and that opposition was Pharaoh.  Moses went to go get the people from Egypt, but Pharaoh didn't want to let God's people go.

So God ending up sending plagues throughout the land of Egypt, but Pharaoh still hardened his heart even though God sent plagues. 

God ending up sending a plague that killed the firstborn of everything that lived and Pharaoh ended up losing his firstborn.

Now in order for the Israelites not to be affected by this plague, Moses gave them instructions.

Exodus 12:21
21 Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go and get lambs from your flocks, a lamb for one or more families depending upon the number of persons in the families, and kill the lamb so that God will pass over you and not destroy you. 
22 Drain the lamb’s blood into a basin, and then take a cluster of hyssop branches and dip them into the lamb’s blood, and strike the hyssop against the lintel above the door and against the two side panels, so that there will be blood upon them, and none of you shall go outside all night.
23 “For Jehovah will pass through the land and kill the Egyptians; but when he sees the blood upon the panel at the top of the door and on the two side pieces, he will pass over[c] that home and not permit the Destroyer to enter and kill your firstborn.

So the death angel passed over every house that had the blood sprinkled on the door and the two sides, but Pharaoh and everyone else who didn't have the blood sprinkled on their post lost their firstborns.

That is where we get the term Passover.

Now when this plague struck Pharaoh didn't have the blood sprinkled so he losing his firstborn and that is when he ended up letting God's people go.

Now what does the passover have to do with you and I.

The passover is a picture of the Cross of Christ and what a beautiful story it is.

ok lets take a look at and breakdown the passover.

Everyone who had the blood sprinkled on their door post and lintels of their houses the death angel passed and didn't touch that house, but those who didn't the death angel came and killed the firstborn.

The Israelites sprinkled the blood by faith and God came through.

Now let's bring this to you and I. It is the same way for us who act by faith and rest in the fact that Jesus dying for our sins has settled our guilt before God.

The angel of death passes over us. The angel of judgment will not come our way because our house has been sprinkled by the blood of Jesus.

How many here are thankful for the Blood of the Sacrificial Lamb of God who paid the price for our sins. 

Even though we deserve judgment and to pay the penalty for the price of our sins, Jesus came and sacrificed Himself and paid the price for us.

What a wonderful picture that is!!!

Another thing I would like us to remember about the passover is that the people who had the blood sprinkled on their door post - were safe in the house. We will come back to that later.

Now we will take a look at the second event in the book of Exodus and that is the crossing of the Red Sea.

2. The Crossing of the Red Sea - Exodus 14:13

We should keep in mind that the passover is not complete until we link the crossing of the Red Sea experience with it.

The Red Sea experience took place right after the passover.

In order to cross the Red Sea they had to be willing to leave the safety of their homes go out into the wilderness and then eventually find themselves at the shore of the Red Sea.

Now take note when they came to the shore of the Red Sea they were still in Egypt and now being at the shore of the Red Sea looks hopeless to them. 

They don't want to go back to Egypt, but they can't go forward either because there is a big obstacle in front of them; that doesn't look like it will disappear anytime soon.

Now they see Pharaoh and his Army coming after them, because Pharaoh changed his mind about letting them go.

So they find themselves in a place where they can't go forward and they don't want to go back.

They even came to the place where they began to cry out against Moses, saying did you bring us out here to die in the wilderness. You should have just left us in Egypt.

When they cried out Moses answered in Exodus 14:13 and said “Don’t be afraid. Just stand still and watch the LORD rescue you today. The Egyptians you see today will never be seen again. 

But then immediately God answered Moses and said "Why are you crying out to Me, tell the people get moving!" 

They were probably thinking to themselves get moving, where are we going to go? 

The Egyptians are coming up behind us and there is a big wall of water in front of us, so ok get moving, but get moving where?

Never mind just move forward...

The Lord told Moses pick up your staff and raise your hand over the sea. Divide the water so the Israelites can walk through the middle of the sea on dry ground. 

When Moses did that the sea rolled back and the Israelites crossed on dry ground. When the Egyptians who were behind them tried to cross they were swallowed up by the waves.

What can the red sea typify in our lives? 

It can represent our disconnection with the things of the world.

Once you and I cross the red sea, it means no more going back to the things of Egypt, we have burned all bridges.

There is a river that separates you and from Egypt and what God has for our lives.

Ok now remember I told you to keep in mind those who were in the house that had the Blood sprinkled on it were safe.

Ok lets take a look at something.

When the Israelites found themselves going through the passover - all they had to do was stay in the house. They didn't have to do anything, the Blood took care of everything. All they had to do was stay in the house.

Now when they came to the Red Sea it was a different story..

When they came to the Red Sea - yes it was God's Power that rolled the sea back, but there was something that they needed to do. There was something that was asked of them.

They were asked to move forward.

See there are a lot of Christians today who are satisfied with, if I can just stay in The House then I will be alright. 

If I can just keep coming to Church then I will be ok.

They don't want to put in the work it takes to cross the Red Sea.

I wonder how many here this morning say I am not satisfied with just staying in the house and having the judgment pass me by, but I want to go after all that God has for me.

See too many people are willing to just sit in The House and be safe under from judgment be being under The Blood.

They are not willing to burn the bridges that separates them from the world once and for all.

They still have little road ways back to Egypt. Oh no it's not roads you can see, but its a little hidden maps; that come out when the going gets tough. They come out when we run into the Red Sea or things don't do the way we thought.

Come On Somebody!!!

But, I wonder how many here are willing to put in the work it takes to cross the red sea?

I wonder how many here say I am not satisfied with just being saved, though I am grateful; 

you say I am not satisfied with just being delivered from Judgment, though I am grateful for that also, 

but get out my way I am ready to cross the Red Sea. Yes I am willing to put it some work to cross this Red Sea and go after all that God has for me.

The Red Sea can represent unforeseen challenges in our life.
The Red Sea can represent setbacks.
The Red Sea can represent trials.
The Read Sean can represent wow God I is this why you brought me out of Egypt.
The Red Sea can represent when you don't understand what God is doing in your life.
The Red Sea can represent when God's plans don't line up to my plans, but how many here say "Get our my way because I didn't come this far to go back to Egypt - I am crossing this Red Sea by the Power of God..."

Get out my way!!!

This is a construction zone because I am putting in work.

I am not content or satisfied with being saved and just sitting in the house, but get out my way I need to go forward and get what God has for me.

Yes the Red Sea is deep, but I want to go deeper...

You say in 2013 them Red Seas where deep, but that's ok because in 2014 I am about to go deeper in the things of God and He will bring me through.

I gotta go deeper.

Yea I know the Red Sea is deep, I know those are some big waves, yes my situation my look impossible,  but get out my way because I am going into the deep. God didn't bring me this far so I can drown, but He brought me out so He could take me in... 

Somebody say "Deeper..."

3. Only God can take us further - Moses went forward by the Power of God!!! - Exodus 14:21

The only way that Moses and the Israelites were able to move forward and pursue all that God had for them was by the Power of God!

They couldn't do it in their own intellect. 

They couldn't do it on their own know how.

They couldn't do it in their own power, but they had to depend solely on the Power of God to bring them through the Red Sea.

When you and I take that step of faith to cross the Red Sea God will be with us, as a matter of fact, God dwells with us. Ok let me stop there we will get into that more next week.

You and I need to know that when we step out we don't step out alone.

 God was with Moses and the Israelites and He will be with us.

God didn't bring Moses and the Israelites out of Egypt to drown them in the Red Sea and so it is with you and I.

God didn't bring us up out of Egypt to drown at a Red Sea, but there is something that you and I need to do and that is Move Forward!!!

God has a plan for your life.

I said - God has a plan for your life and that is a plan to prosper you not to harm you, that plan is to give you a hope and a future..

Maybe you are here this morning and you find yourself at a Red Sea  and you have tried all you know how to do.

The Red Sea is roaring!!! - 

The Red Sea is deep!!!- 

The Red Sea is real!!!

I dare you to just keep moving forward and watch how God will come through.

Don't go back to Egypt.
Don't get comfortable.
Don't get satisfied or content with just being in the House and enjoying the passover, but I dare you to go after all that God has for you and the only way to get that is to go through the Red Sea.

Tell your neighbor " I am going through!!!"
Tell your neighbor " I am going into the Deep"

Deeper in my prayer - Deeper in my faith - Deeper in my Worship

The Red Sea is deep so that means I gotta deep. I can't get comfortable, I can't get content, I can't get satisfied, and I definitely don't want to go back to Egypt. So get out may way I am about to jump into the deep.

Lets have every stand...

Annie Johnson flint wrote a beautiful poem that says,

Have you come to the Red Sea place in your life?
Where in spite of all you can do,
There is no way out, there is no way back.
The only way out, is through. 

It is also important to note that when Moses went into Egypt, the people of Israel were not a nation. It wasn't until they crossed the Red Sea. They became a unit in God when they passed the Red Sea.
9. Deeper Series Part 3

Message #8

"Deeper with God" Week 3
Exodus 24:9-18

This morning I would like to finish off our 3 week series on Going Deeper with God. We are studying the book of Exodus and the life of Moses.

Before I get into this weeks message, I would like to do a review of the past 2 weeks,  just-in case you were not here or able to make it to Church.

Week 1 - we talked about:
- God calling Moses and  Moses was in the desert for forty years and God speaking to Moses through a burning bush.

- We also talked about Moses feeling inadequate about answering the call of God - because of his shortcoming, but God didn't mind Moses shortcomings, but what stirred up the anger of God is when Moses said send someone else.

- We also talked about eventually Moses ending up answering the call of God and went back to Egypt to deliver God's people.

Now that takes us to week 2

Week 2 - we talked about:

I talked about that there are four things that you and I should remember when we are studying the book of Exodus:
1 - The Passover - Chapters 1 through 14

2 - The Crossing at the Red Sea - Chapter 14

3-  The giving of The Law at Mt. Sinai - Exodus 24

4 - The construction of the tabernacle in the midst of the camp of Israel. - Exodus 25 - 40

Last week we talked about the first two:

- The passover and how God spared everyone from the plague of the first born who had the Blood sprinkled on their door post.

- The crossing of the Red Sea - we talked about how many Christians can be satisfied with being in the House under the Blood. The challenge is to get out The House and cross the Red Sea, but crossing the Red Sea takes work. Being in The House The Blood did all the work, but crossing the Red Sea we need to step out and do something.

- Only God can take us across the Red Sea, because in the natural it is impossible to cross the Red Sea in our own strength and know how.The challenge is to step out to allow God to come through.

Now this week we will be talking about the other two and that is The giving of the law at Mt. Sinai and The construction of the tabernacle.

Let's read Exodus Chapter 24:9 again:

Exodus 24:9-11 
Exodus 24:9 
Then went up Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel:
Exd 24:10
And they saw the God of Israel: and there was under his feet as it were a paved work of a sapphire stone, and as it were the body of heaven in his clearness.
Exd 24:11
And upon the nobles of the children of Israel he laid not his hand: also they saw God, and did eat and drink.

This morning I would like to talk about 3 types of encounters that you and I can have with God.

Seen - Heard - Gave
1. Is the Crowd Experience - they saw God:

We see here that the Bible says that Moses, Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel saw God.

What I want us to take note of is in describing God all they could do is describe what was under His feet and not anything referring to Him.

I think this should reminds us that now matter how hard you and I try to describe the Awesome God we serve. Our descriptions and our perceptions will always inadequate and will always be below Him.

The sight of the glory of the LORD was like a consuming fire on the top of the mountain in the eyes of the children of Israel:

What I would like us to take note of is what happened after they saw God.

The Bible says in Verse 11 of Chapter 24 - They saw God and they ate and drank.

Now I don't know about you, but this stands out to me.

Imagine, the children of Israel and the Elders going to go tell their friends that you just saw God. 

Then your friends ask you what did you do after you saw God?

Well we were a little hungry so we went to go get something to eat.

Imagine seeing and Almighty God and the next thing on your mind is we want to go eat.

But let us not judge them to quick, because how many know we can find ourselves in the same situation.

It's kinda like sitting in a service and we see the power of God moving, but instead of wanting to come to the Altar and experience God. We are more concerned about what we are going to eat after service.

Thinking to ourselves man, Hurry up with this Altar call don't you know that I am hungry.

When you and I have the crowd experience we can see God move, but there may be no fellowship or communication between us and God.

If you notice the 70 Elders didn't communicate with God or even get a touch of God, they just saw God and what He was doing.

It was more like, they just stood by and watched what God was doing.

Let's bring it to you and I and let me give you some modern day examples:

We can sit in service on Sunday and say things like:

WOW look what the Lord is doing - isn't that powerful how God has set them free...
WOW look what the Lord is doing - isn't that powerful how God has blessed them... 
WOW look what the Lord is doing - isn't that powerful how God is moving in that persons life...
WOW look what The Lord is doing -  isn't that powerful how God is raising that young man up...
WOW look what The Lord is doing - isn't that powerful how God is using that person... 
WOW look what The Lord is doing -  it is just amazing to see what God is doing within this Church.

All they could do was see what God was doing. 

I don't know about you, but I don't what to live my Christian life just seeing what God is going or just watching what God is doing; in someone else's life, but I want to go after what God has for me.

Exodus 24:12-16


2. Next we have the Companion experience - they Heard God: 

We see that when God called Moses to go up he set out with his aide Joshua.

What I like to this is the companion experience.

This is when you and I say - Whatever God wants to do in my life or whatever He has called me to do. I need to have the approval of my friend or my companion and if they don't go with me, then I don't want to go.

Welllllll....

Do we know anyone like that. They know God has called them, but they are to insecure to answer the call of God without someone else's approval.

I wander do we have anyone like that here this morning? 

You know God has called you, but you are waiting for approval by Man.

Or do we have a Church that says, it doesn't matter to me if man approves or not, when God calls I am willing to go.

That is what I want to focus on in the next verses and then we will be closing out our "Deeper with God" series.

3. Cloud - Moses went deeper he entered the cloud and experienced God - 

Exodus 24:16
And the glory of the LORD abode upon mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days: and the seventh day he called unto Moses out of the midst of the cloud.
Exd 24:17
And the sight of the glory of the LORD was like devouring fire on the top of the mount in the eyes of the children of Israel.
Exd 24:18
And Moses went into the midst of the cloud, and gat him up into the mount: and Moses was in the mount forty days and forty nights.

Now when Moses entered into The Cloud he received The Law or the 10 Commandments and instructions on how to build the tabernacle.

The Bible says in:
Exodus 31:18
When the LORD finished speaking to Moses on Mount Sinai, he gave him the two tablets of the covenant law, the tablets of stone inscribed by the finger of God.

So on the same mountain God gave the law or the 10 commandments which is the revelation of his character, but he also gave instructions for the tabernacle, which was His provision for dwelling with man. 

I would like to take a look at these 2 things and then we will be done.

1. The first is the 10 commandments: Purpose
The 10 commandments can represent the character of God.

The 10 commandments can represent you and I getting to know who God is.

The 10 commandments can represent the plan that God has marked out for our lives.

I like to look at it like this. 

When you and I not only see God, or hear God, but we experience Him this gives Him a chance to engrave His will on our hearts.

See the Crowd saw God, Moses and Joshua heard God, but Moses was called to go a little deeper and He experienced God.

He was caught up in the cloud for 40 days and nights and he came out with some instructions for the will of God.

See when you and I not only see what God is doing, hear about God is doing, but when we experience God we will come out of the Presence of God with some plans and instructions that He has for our lives.

God wants those plans to Moses on tables of stone, but today God wants to write His will on our hearts.

2Cr 3:3 KJV - 
Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart. 

Psalms 40:8 - 8 And I delight to do your will, my God, for your law is written upon my heart!”

Just like Moses went deeper than the Crowd, Deeper than his companion, and was caught up in the Glory cloud. He came out with tables of stone written by the finger of God. That is how it should be with you and I when we go deeper than the crowd experience, deeper than our companion experience, but when we are caught up in the Presence of God we should come out with His will written on our hearts.

God is still writing today, but instead of using stones He wants to use our hearts.

- He wants to write His will on our hearts

- He wants to write what He has in store for our lives upon our hearts.

- He wants to write His plans for our lives upon our hearts.

Not only did Moses come up with the 10 commandments, but He also came out with the instructions on how to build the tabernacle.

2. Instructions for the Tabernacle - Presence
The tabernacle can represent God's provision to dwell with man.

We see in Exodus 25:8 - in the tabernacle, God dwelt among his people. 

The entire tabernacle took seven months to build, and when it was done, the cloud of the presence of God descended on it.

The word Tabernacle means "place of meeting" or "tent of meeting," this was the place that God dwelt among His people on earth.

One Commentator put it like this:
The tabernacle was a portable place of worship God commanded the Israelites to build after he rescued them from slavery in Egypt. It was used from a year after they crossed the Red Sea until King Solomon built the first temple in Jerusalem, a period of 400 years.

Today God still dwells among His people but in a more intimate way, after Jesus ascended into heaven He sent us His Holy Spirit to dwell in us.

HalleluJah!!!

Inside the tabernacle was The Holy of Holies, where only the High Priest could go once a year on the Day of Atonement.

Now inside the place of The Holy of Holies there was only one object and that was the Ark of the Covenant. 

The Ark was a wooden box overlaid with Gold, it had two statues of Cherabim on top facing each other, with their wings touching.

The lid or The Mercy Seat of the Ark, was where God met with His people.

The message that you and I should get from the book of Exodus and about the tabernacle, is that God made it possible for Him to dwell amongst His People.

We see in Exodus 40:36-38 that over the Tabernacle was the great cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.

The Cloud and The Fire represent the Presence of The Lord

Now the good news for you and I today is that by the means of the cross, God has made it possible for a Holy, Unchangeable, Omnipotent, Omnipresent, Omniscience, God to dwell in us.

God wants to take up His tabernacle in our hearts and in our lives.

The house of God in the New Testament is a human body. "You are the temple of God," Paul says (I Cor. 3:16). Therefore, you are never out of church. 

Just like God dwelt in the tabernacle of the Old Testament, Jesus Christ dwells in you and I in the New Testament, because our Body is the temple of The Holy Spirit.

I want us to notice some similarities of the Old Testament Tabernacle and The New Testament temple which is our bodies.

Each one has a 3 fold structure:
The 3 fold structure of the Tabernacle is as follows:
1. the outer courts, 

2. The Holy Place and 

3.the Holy of Holies.

Our Bodies also have a 3 fold structure:
1. Flesh and Bones that we can see 

2. The Souls which is the realm of our emotions, mind, and will. 

3. The we have our Spirit - in that place the Spirit of God dwells.

We are a living tabernacle. 

The tabernacle is where God dwelt amongst his chosen people.

So with that in mind, We are not ever out of Church as a matter of fact we are the Church. The Church is not a building, the Church is you and I. 

The cross made it possible for God to live inside of us.
Jesus lives in you and I and we are His temple, built exactly like the tabernacle. 

In Closing:

Now the challenge with the old testament tabernacle is that the people couldn't even enter it, only the Priest. The people only had a representative that went into the Holy of Holies and that was the Priest and he only was able to do that once a year.

Common people could not enter into the Holy of Holies.

Now the good news is, that is the old testament way, but now.

I said but now, somebody say but now.

We read in Hebrews Chapter 10:19 Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, so that means that we have access to the Holy of Holies.

God has eliminated all that separates and now we can draw near unto Him. 

Ray Stedman commentary says:
So, several issues have been settled. The problem of access to God has been settled. The problem of a perfect High Priest has been settled. The problem of moral and spiritual pollution has been settled. So now, let us draw near! 

So how deep do you want to go in God?

A Crowd experience, A companion experience, or do we want an encounter with God?

Now we can enter in the Holy of Holies through the Blood of the Lamb.

10. We have a Vision...

Message #9

We have a Vision
John 6:1 - 10

John 6:1
After these things Jesus went over the sea of Galilee, which is the sea of Tiberias.

Jhn 6:2
And a great multitude followed him, because they saw his miracles which he did on them that were diseased.

Jhn 6:3
And Jesus went up into a mountain, and there he sat with his disciples.

John 6:4
And the passover, a feast of the Jews, was nigh.

Jhn 6:5
When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw a great company come unto him, he saith unto Philip, Whence shall we buy bread, that these may eat?

Jhn 6:6
And this he said to prove him: for he himself knew what he would do.

Jhn 6:7
Philip answered him, Two hundred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of them may take a little.

Jhn 6:8
One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, saith unto him,

Jhn 6:9
There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two small fishes: but what are they among so many?

Jhn 6:10 
And Jesus said, Make the men sit down. Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in number about five thousand

This morning I would like to speak a message entitled: "We have a vision"

In case you are new and have only been coming to our Church for a little while. I would like to break down to you the history of our ministry, the best I can, and then also share with you the vision of our ministry.

Victory Outreach Ministries International was started over 45 years ago by Pastor Sonny and Sister Julie Arguinzoni.

The vision of our ministry began in the Heart and Mind of God.

God saw the need of the inner cities and he raised up a ministry to meet that need.

God needed a vessel and He saw our Pastor who at the time was a heroin addict in the streets of New York.

One day Pastor Sonny found himself at the doorstep of 416 clinton Ave and that was the Teen Challenge Center.

Our Pastor was taken there by a man named Chino. Pastor Sonny found himself wanting to leave the Teen Challenge, but he was confronted by ex gang leader Nicky Cruz. Nicky Cruz told him where do you think you are going?

Pastor Sonny ended up staying and feel asleep at the Teen Challenge Center. He woke up the next morning expecting to be sick and to go through with drawls, but it didn't happen.

Nicky Cruz told him it's Jesus and our Pastor was saved and delivered from drugs.

He was the first Heroin addict to be saved at the Teen Challenge.

Upon being delivered and serving The Lord - The late Pastor David Wilkerson and Nicky Cruz thought it would be good for Pastor Sonny to go to Bible College. 

He ended up going to Latin American Bible Institute in Los Angeles, California.

It is there where while Pastor Sonny was in his second year of Bible School that he met Sister Julie. The fell in love and Pastor Sonny and Sister Julie got married.

Pastor Sonny and Sister Julie have 3 girls and 2 boys.

One day Pastor Sonny was feeling uneasy and he needed to get a hold of The Lord to find out why he was feeling like this.

So he separated himself for a time of prayer and God spoke to him and said you are doing my work, but you are out of my will.

The Pastor Sonny asked what is your will and God spoke to him and said I want you to open up a Church and I am going to fill it with drug addicts and their families.

Pastor Sonny and Sister Julie began taking in Men off the streets and telling them about the love of Jesus Christ. That was the beginning of our first recovery home.

God provided every need even to the point of a pancake miracle.

One day Pastor Sonny had brought in men of the street and was telling them about Jesus and how Powerful our God is. 

Then he mentioned to Sister Julie to cook some breakfast for the guys, but when Sister Julie went to the cup board to get some food, there was only a little bit of pancake mix.

So Sister Julie prayed and begin to stir and prayed and stirred and before you know it, the pancake mix in the bowl began to run over and she had to get a larger bowl and that one filled up.

God has been performing miracles in our ministry from day one.

Now as the men and women began to come into the Church our Pastor would get up and preach - He would say “God is going to raise up many of you to be evangelist, pastors, and missionaries all over the world.

One when our Pastor was done preaching a young man came up to him and said “ I have been hearing everything you said, and I want you to know that I am that guy you were talking about. God has called me and I believe He is sending me out.

That was the beginning of our very first Church being launched out.

People were surprised that it was Gilbert. People didn’t expect Gilbert to be launched out. People even said they are going to launch that guy out.

From that day our ministry has been launching our Churches around the world for the Honor and Glory of Jesus Christ.

We started with one Church right there in East Los Angeles, California and now we have hundreds of Churches around the world.

We are in:

Aruba

Australia

Brazil 

Canada

Columbia

Cuba

El Salvador

Germany

England

Guatemala

Ireland

Mexico

Netherlands

New Zealand

Nigeria

Philippines

Romania

and 

South Africa

Just to name a few.

God has given us a mandate and that is to reach the inner cities of the world with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Just like in this passage of scripture there was a need. There were people who were hungry.

Well there is a need in our world today. People are hungry for good news, hope, and a way out.

Jesus told the disciples you give them something to eat.

Jesus could have taken care of the need, but he challenged His disciples to meet the need.

The disciples looked in the natural  and didn’t think they could meet the need. 

One of them even spoke up and said eight months wages would not be enough for each one to have a bite.

How many times do you and I look in the natural when God challenges us to meet a need or to rise up and do what He has called us to do?

Jesus told the disciples have the people sit down and He used the lunch of a little boy to meet the need of the people.

It was the lunch of someone who wasn’t even counted that made the difference in the situation.

The good thing about our God is He loves to use people whom the world has counted out.

He loves to use people who the world overlooks.

The Bible says that the women and children were not counted, but God chose to us the one who was not counted.

The Bible says in I Corinthians 1:27
But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 

God specializes in using people that the world counts out.

Here are a few examples:

What about:
Moses - was a fugitive - He was on the run - but God saw him as a leader


David - was a shepherd boy - but God saw him as a great king


Paul - was considered a Christian persecutor - but God saw him as a missionary apostle who would preach the Gospel to the Gentiles.


Samaritan Woman - man saw her as an outcast of society, rejected, and in bondage, but God saw her a as a missionary that would take the Gospel.

What about Victory Outreach - man saw us as a drug addict Church, they will never go anywhere, they said we will not make it with all those drug addicts, but God saw us as a World Wide movement.

We have a mission. Not only do we have a history like I shared earlier, but we also have a vision.

God is not looking at our ability, but He is look for availability.

What can stop you and I from stepping out for God?

1. Fear - Afraid to step out and trust God in what He has called us to do.

The challenge is for you and I is to step out on God’s word. 

Here is a quote by Donner Atwood:
One night a house caught fire and a young boy was forced to flee to the roof. The father stood on the ground below with outstretched arms, calling to his son, "Jump! I'll catch you." He knew the boy had to jump to save his life. All the boy could see, however, was flame, smoke, and blackness. As can be imagined, he was afraid to leave the roof. His father kept yelling: "Jump! I will catch you." But the boy protested, "Daddy, I can't see you." The father replied, "But I can see you and that's all that matters."

Tell your neighbor step out...

2. Doubt - The circumstances will not always be favorable when we decide to step out. 

Many people doubt because of the circumstances we might find ourselves in and we are waiting for everything to come together first.

Due to the situation or circumstance we maybe in - we are not sure if we are able to do what God has called us to do.

3. Complexes - We have always been told that we can’t do it. Don’t think that we have what it takes. Been told we will not amount to nothing. 

So in the back of our mind our complexes stop us from stepping out.

Now if we are honest - we all  feel inadequate at times,  we all have times of doubt, we all feel like we can’t do it, but the challenge is to remember that God is a faithful and He is a miracle working God.

Just give what you got - don’t worry about giving what you don’t have.

The little lad only had to give what he had. Jesus didn’t ask him to give more than what he had.

1. He gave all he had. The lad was willing to give everything he had.

If you and I want God to use us, then we need to be willing to give whatever we have over to God.

2. He gave it right away when it was asked for.

The little lad was willing to give of his lunch when Jesus asked for it.


He didn’t need to go pray about it. 

He didn’t need to go think about it.

He didn’t need to go figure out how he was going to make ends meet, but he was willing to give it up when Jesus asked for it.

See when you and I are willing to give our all to God - it becomes exciting..

Let me just add this in there - If you are apart of this Church  you don’t ever know where you may end up - you may be here one day and in another part of the world the next or in another part of the city the next.

Why because God has given us a mandate to impact the inner cities of the world, with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

People are hurting, people are hungry, people are looking for a way out. So that means - There is no time to be bored. 

This is not the time to be ordinary!!!

There is not time to be comfortable and complacent.

I hope I am not scaring any of you here, but I think it is important for you to know. If you are new or maybe a first time guest and you are thinking about making this your Church.

This is not a Church to be comfortable in. 

This is not a Church to be status quo or even stagnant in , but if you want to be apart this Church - it is important that you know we have a vision.

That vision is to reach the inner cities of the world.

We have been doing it for over 45 years and God is still calling people today.

People who the world gave up on.

People who the world may have counted out.

People whom the world may have said there is not hope for them.

People like Moses, people like Paul, people like the Samaritan woman, and people like David.

God sees the need in the inner cities and just like he reached out and touched our founders over 45 years ago, He is still looking today. He is still looking for a little lad that is willing to give of what they have to make a difference in a hurting world.

I wander if there were other people who had lunches, but they were not willing to give it up.

The key is to be willing to give of what you and I have:

II Corinthians 8:12

Whatever you give is acceptable if you give it eagerly. And give according to what you have, not what you don’t have.

Don’t worry about what you don’t have, God is interested in what you do have.

What stops you and I from giving of what we have:

1 - If I give my lunch I may go hungry.

Who knows maybe there were other people who had lunches in the crowd, but they were not willing to give it over t Jesus because maybe they thought:

What if God doesn’t come through for me?

What if I give and I go hungry?

What if I give and my needs aren’t met?

If I give my tithes how will I eat?

Well come on somebody!!!

Are we holding back from God?


Our very own pastor says - “Never underestimate what God can do through ordinary people - who give their limited resources over to Him in faith.”

What else can stop us from giving to God?

2 - How can the little I have make a difference?

We maybe thinking - let the people who have a lot of talent -  get involved. 

Let the people who have a lot of money - give.

I don’t have much - how can I make a difference?

You will be surprised on how many people think - my little will not make a difference.

Even Andrew one of the disciples said - how far will this lunch go among so many, but the little boy was still willing to place it in the hands of God.

Are we willing to put what we have in God’s hands.

- You say I can give more

- You say I don’t want to be comfortable

- You say I want to be apart of making a difference in a hurting world.

Then now is the time to respond to the call of God and put what we have in the Hands of God.

You say I am not satisfied - I have complexes - I am willing to give more

God has given us a mandate to reach the inner cities of the World - God has given us a global task. So that means that God is going to raise up a people in our midst to impact this world.

11. Building and Battling

Message #10

Building and Battling

Nehemiah 4:18

18 For the builders, everyone had his sword girded by his side, and so builded. And he that sounded the trumpet was by me.

This morning I would like to speak a message that I believe The Lord has placed upon my heart.

It is entitled "Building and Battling"

Just like Nehemiah set out to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, you and I also have been called to rebuild lives in this Generation.

Nehemiah was called to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, but you and I have been called to rebuild the lives of hurting people.

We have been called to bring the Good News of Jesus Christ to hurting people in our city, state, continent and world.

I want us to understand something here.

Why was the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem so important?

Well, Nehemiah is a book of the Bible that can be looked at as a book that is the story of restoring people from despair and ruin, to a new walk with God.

In case you don’t know Jerusalem is a symbolic city.

Jerusalem can represent the place that God desires to dwell.

When the city was first designated to King David as the place where God wanted him to build the temple, he was told that this was the place where God would dwell among his people.

I Chronicles 23:25

For David had said, "Since the LORD, the God of Israel, has granted rest to his people and has come to dwell in Jerusalem forever,

Psalms 135:21
Praise be to the LORD from Zion, to him who dwells in Jerusalem. Praise the LORD.

Ezra 6:12
May God, who has caused his Name to dwell there, overthrow any king or people who lifts a hand to change this decree or to destroy this temple in Jerusalem. I Darius have decreed it. Let it be carried out with diligence.

Ps 74:2
Remember your congregation, which you purchased of old, which you have redeemed to be the tribe of your inheritance; Mount Zion, in which you have lived

So with that in mind, Jerusalem throughout the Old and New Testaments, has pictured the place where God seeks to dwell. 

However, it is only a picture -- it is not the actual place where God dwells, according to the New Testament, man is to be the dwelling place of God.

Paul says in Colossians 1:27 , "Christ in you, the hope of glory,"This is God's provision and desire for man.

According to Colossians 1:27 - God desires to dwell in you and I.

Just like Nehemiah rebuilt the walls in Jerusalem which was the place where God desired to dwell, so it is today you and I have been called to rebuild the lives of people - where God desires to dwell.

Now when the walls of Jerusalem were burnt down and destroyed that meant that anything could come in and out, there was no defense.

Doesn’t that sounds like many people today?

They have no defense in their life. The walls to their life have been burnt down and destroyed and anything can come in and out.

Such as depression, addiction, violence, suicide, alcoholism, false gods, and so much more, but you and I have been called to rebuild the walls of the lives of people.

So when Nehemiah set out to rebuild the walls they represented more than just the walls of Jerusalem, but they represented a picture of the place where God wanted to dwell.

Now - God desires to dwell in you and I.

The old Testament God is with us.

The new testament God is in us.

Now that tells me that Nehemiah was not out to rebuild the walls for his own good, but he was out to rebuild the walls to benefit the Kingdom of God.

When you and I set out to do a work for God, It should not be for selfish gain, but our motives should be "that we have been called to do a work for the Kingdom of God."

We have been called by God to rebuild lives in this generation and throughout the world.

So with that in mind, considering the task that you and I have, we need to be a people who will get the job done.

The thing that I like about Nehemiah is not only did he start the job, but he finished it.

How many know it is one thing to start a job, but it is another thing to finish.

This morning I would like to take a look at a few things that will try and stop you and I from finishing what God has called us to do.

This morning I would like to take a look at some of the things that Nehemiah faced when he decided to step out and build and do a work for The Lord.

1. Ridicule - Nehemiah 4:1-3
1 When Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, he became angry and was greatly incensed. He ridiculed the Jews, 

2 and in the presence of his associates and the army of Samaria, he said, “What are those feeble Jews doing? Will they restore their wall? Will they offer sacrifices? Will they finish in a day? Can they bring the stones back to life from those heaps of rubble—burned as they are?”

3 Tobiah the Ammonite, who was at his side, said, “What they are building—even a fox climbing up on it would break down their wall of stones!”

What is the definition of ridicule - 

1. speech or action intended to cause contemptuous laughter at a person or thing; derision.

2. to deride; make fun of.

Has anybody here ever been ridiculed?

Has anybody here ever been made fun of?

Has anybody here ever made fun of somebody else?

See one of the things the Enemy will try and use to get you and I off the wall and stop building in the Kingdom of God is ridicule.

Have you ever decided to step out for God and then you were hit with ridicule?

Maybe it was someone who knew you before you were saved.

Maybe it was someone, who knew how you used to be before you came to know Jesus.

Maybe it was someone, who just didn't like what you were doing for God.

Maybe it was someone, who felt convicted by what you were doing for God and tried to bring you down.

Either way you were ridiculed.

See you and I need to understand something. Whenever you and I step out to do something for God, The Enemy is not going to just kick back and let us do it.

He is going to try and stop you from moving forward with the plan and call of God upon your life.

Tell your neighbor “Finish Strong…”

That's why Paul said I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.

That word press means that you and I need to put forth an effort. If we are going to move forward in God, we need to push.

Now ridicule doesn't necessarily only come from the outside, but ridicule can also come from the inside.

Hellooo

Have you ever stepped out for God to do a work for Him and then all of a sudden you were ridiculed, from inside The House of The Lord?

The person who came against you was sitting next to you in The House of The Lord.

The book of Psalms reads in Psalms 55 - 

12 - If an enemy were insulting me, I could endure it; if a foe were rising against me, I could hide. 

13 - But it is you, a man like myself, my companion, my close friend, 

14 - with whom I once enjoyed sweet fellowship at the house of God, as we walked about among the worshipers.

Come on Somebody!!!

See it is one thing to face ridicule from the outside, but it is another thing to face ridicule from the inside.

David faced it

Joseph faced it

Jesus faced it from the religious leaders so guess what - there is a good chance that you and I are going to face it.

So think it not strange when we go through trials… 

The NIV version of I Peter 4:12 says:
12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 
13 But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed

Matthew 5:11
"Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.

So don't be surprised when you and I step out for God, if someone in The House comes against you.

Not only did Nehemiah face ridicule, but he also faced opposition.

2. Opposition - Nehemiah 4:7-8

Nehemiah 4:7 
But it came to pass, [that] when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and the Arabians, and the Ammonites, and the Ashdodites, heard that the walls of Jerusalem were made up, [and] that the breaches began to be stopped, then they were very wroth,
Nehemiah 4:8 
  

And conspired all of them together to come [and] to fight against Jerusalem, and to hinder it. 

What does it mean to face opposition?

 Well I looked up the word opposition and this is what it said:

1. the action of opposing, resisting, or combating.

2. antagonism or hostility.

3. a person or group of people opposing, criticizing, or protesting something, someone, or another group. 

Have you ever faced opposition?

See you have ridicule then you have opposition.

See The Enemy will not only try to use ridicule to get you down from the wall, but if that doesn't work then He will try to use opposition.

See there is a difference between ridicule and opposition.

Ridicule is words – opposition is actions.

Example:

I can ridicule, make fun, put down this brother, but I am not going toward him and it is only words.

Now if I decide to go and oppose him and try to physically pull him down, then that is opposition.

Unfortunately, some of us allow The Enemy to discourage from doing the work only by words.

Some of us The Enemy doesn’t even have to attack us, just words alone gets the job done.

OK let’s get back to opposition...

See it is one thing for The Enemy to try and stop you by His words, but it is another thing for Him to try and stop you with an attack.

- see sometimes if words of don't work then the attack will try and come in different forms.

- Physically

- Financially

- Spiritually

- at our job

- through our Family and loved ones

And even through our brothers and sisters.

See words are just that - words, but when the opposition comes it is a real situation that you and I are facing.

It may be a physical condition

It may be a situation with a family member

It may be a situation at our job

It may be a situation with a loved one

It may be a financial situation

It may be a personal situation

The Enemy will try and use opposition to get us down from the wall, but the thing I like about Nehemiah is he set up a plan to come against the attacks and stayed focused on rebuilding the walls.

How many know that is the challenge for you and I?

The challenge for you and I is to get the job done - When we are going through trials, situations, and circumstances that we stay focused on what God has called us to do.

It is a blessing to see a person who you know is going through things maybe with a family member, maybe with a loved one, or maybe even a personal situation, but they are still serving God and staying focused on the mission that God has called them to accomplish.

They are still in The House of The Lord singing

They are still in The House of The Lord dancing

They are still in The House of The Lord serving

They are still in The House of The Lord - doing what God has called them to do.

That is what we need in this generation - we need Christians who have backbone.

Tell your neighbor "Backbone"

Sometimes instead of having backbone - we have yo-yo Christians.

You know what a yo-yo Christian is right - that is a Christian who is up one day and down the next.

They are like a yo-yo.

What we need today are Christians who are like a postage stamp.

What does a postage stamp do - it takes a licking and keeps on sticking.

Is there anybody The House that has backbone?

Quote: improving job
In adversity we usually want God to do a removing job when He wants to do an improving job. 

To realize the worth of the anchor, we need to feel the storm.

You may be here this morning and The Enemy may has tried to take you out with opposition, but you are still standing. God has a plan and a purpose for your life, don't let the opposition take you off the wall, but let the opposition make us stronger.

The Bible says having done all to stand, stand therefore with the full armor of God.

After you have done all to stand - stand some more.

3. Not only did Nehemiah and the builders face ridicule and opposition, but they also faced Discouragement.

Nehemiah 4:10-12

Nehemiah 4:10
Meanwhile, the people in Judah said, "The strength of the laborers is giving out, and there is so much rubble that we cannot rebuild the wall."
Neh 4:11
Also our enemies said, "Before they know it or see us, we will be right there among them and will kill them and put an end to the work."

Neh 4:12 
Then the Jews who lived near them came and told us ten times over, "Wherever you turn, they will attack us."

Have you ever been discouraged before?

Have you ever set out to do something for God, but you just didn't get the results you wanted to see?

Things were not going according to the way you planned.

The project you were working on didn't ever seem like it was going to get done.

The person you were counting on, to help you get the job done, didn't come through and that person was yourself.

Come on somebody!!!

Well I have some good news - There are going to be times when we all face times of discouragement.

There are going to be times when we feel let down.

The key thing that you and I need to remember during these times, is not to let discouragement pull us off the wall. 

If ridicule doesn’t do it and opposition doesn’t do it, then The Enemy will try and discourage us, so we can pull ourselves off the wall.

The challenge for you and I is to keep on building even in the times of discouragement.

If you haven't heard this scripture before in Galatians 6:9 let me read it to you, the Bible says


"Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.

Tell your neighbor “Don’t give up.”

Ok you may not be getting the results you want to see, people may be ridiculing you, The Enemy may be opposing you, but The Bible says If God is for us who can be against us?


Don’t let discouragement pull you off the wall and stop you from doing what God has called you to do.

In Closing:

*** How did Nehemiah and the ones who were helping him to rebuild the wall respond to the ridicule, opposition, and discouragement?

They Built and Battled!!!

Nehemiah 4:17-18

17 - who were building the wall. Those who carried materials did their work with one hand and held a weapon in the other,

18 -and each of the builders wore his sword at his side as he worked. But the man who sounded the trumpet stayed with me.

I believe the challenge for you and I is to remember that we need to build and battle.

Some people just get caught up in building and they forget to battle.

Some people get caught up in battling and they forget to build.

The challenge for you and I is to build and battle.

We build the kingdom of God with our talents, gifts, abilities, outreach, and events and so on, but we also need keep our sword by our side. So when the Enemy comes in we are ready to fight because we can’t forget that we are in a battle.

Now when I say sword - I mean sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

When we are building we can’t forget to keep our sword by our side.

So when The Enemy comes in we have something to fight with.

Nehemiah and the team not only focused on building the walls, but they were also ready to battle.

You and I need to know, that we have been called to build, but we have also been called to battle.

If you and I are going to get the job done, then we must learn how to build and battle.

The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but they are mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds, casting down imaginations and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.

So this morning I just wanted to encourage the Church to keep on building and reaching out to this Generation even in the midst of the battle.

God has called us to reach out to people who are hurting, God has called us rebuild lives, rebuild families, and to restore hope to the hopeless.

In the midst of that, we are going to face some battles and we will face struggles, but remember the Bible says “if God be for us who can be against us?”

This morning you may be going through some battles and you say Pastor Dre the Enemy has tried to come in with:

1 - Ridicule

2 – Opposition and

3 - Discouragement 

while I am building, but I want to make it a point not to let these things take me off the wall and sidetrack me from what God has called me to do.

I would like to pray for you this morning that God would continue to give you the strength to build and battle without leaving the work that God has called you to do.

Thank you for taking the time to read through my eBook. I hope it has been a blessing and you will find these sermons useful.

If you would like to contact me personally you can reach me at pastordre@pastordre.com 

I would also like to encourage you to stop by my website at www.pastordre.com
God Bless you
Pastor Dre
